
April 28, 2022 
 
 
Alna Planning Board 
Attn:  Chair Amaral 
1574 Alna Rd. 
Alna, ME 04535 
 
 
Re:  303 Head Tide Rd. – cabins application 
 
 
My name is Jeff Philbrick and my wife Karen and I moved permanently to Alna in 2007 and live at 134 Dock Rd. 
We have river frontage on the Sheepscot at our house and I am also part owner of property on Golden Ridge 
Rd. that has been in the family for 87 years that also has frontage on the Sheepscot.   
 
When we were looking at houses to buy in 2007, the 303 Head Tide Rd. property was for sale and we had a 
house showing and toured that property with our realtor Julie Cromwell.  The house was vacant, as were the 
two cabins down by the river, and at the time the property was owned by folks who lived out of town.  The 
cabins were in disrepair, and looked like they had not been used or maintained in a very long time.  From my 
memory the cabins of 2007 looked nearly identical to what I observed during the planning board site visit on 
the property on 4/27/22.   
 
I do not know how long 303 Head Tide Rd. was on the market before our house showing in the spring of 2007, 
but I can say that from when we saw it in 2007 the house sat on the market for several years - from 2007 until 
it was sold in 2013.  I never saw or heard activity at the property during this period, as a neighbor when driving 
by daily, or on any of the dozens of kayak trips past the property on the river.  It is my belief that any 
previously legal non-conforming uses of the cabins would have expired during this timeframe, if not before. 
 
The eventual next owners, the Marins, purchased the property in the spring of 2013.  The Marins, as you may 
or may not know, unfortunately utilized the property as a front to obtain a town school choice subsidy, even 
though their primary residence was elsewhere.  I believe the town had extensive interactions with these 
owners about that issue.  I can say that we rarely saw any activity at the property during this ownership, up 
until the 2019 sale. 
 
I hope this information provides additional data for your on-going permitting process at this property.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Jeff Philbrick 
134 Dock Rd., Alna, ME 04535 


