
Section 1 Purposes 

ALNA LAND USE ORDINANCE 

(As Amended, March 23, 2024) 

The purposes of this Ordinance are to provide for safety, health and public welfare; to provide 

opportunities for affordable workforce housing through regulations on new construction, regulations on 

the relocation, additions to, renovations and replacement of existing structures and regulations for 

businesses; and to affirmatively further the purposes of the Federal Fair Housing Act, 42 U.S.C. ch. 45, as 

amended, and the Maine Human Rights Act to achieve the applicable statewide or regional housing 

production goal established by the Maine Department of Economic and Community Development. 

Section 2 Authority and Effective Date 

This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of Title 30-A, Section 3001 

of the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated (MRSA) and the Home Rule Powers as provided for in Article 

VIII-A of the Maine Constitution and any other enabling statutes. This Ordinance constitutes and may be

known and cited as the "Alna Land Use Ordinance." This Ordinance (previously known as the Building

Code Ordinance) shall be effective upon its adoption by vote of the Special Town Meeting on June 28,

1995._Notwithstanding 1 M.R.S.A. § 302, the date of applicability of amendments to this Ordinance

adopted by vote of the Town meeting on March 23, 2024 shall be July 1, 2024.

This Ordinance was amended by vote of the Special Town Meeting on June 26, 1996, the Annual Town 

Meeting on March 29, 1997, the Annual Town Meeting on March 24, 2001,1 the Annual Town Meeting 

on March 25, 2023,2 and the Annual Town Meeting on March 23, 2024.3 

Section 3 Applicability 

The provisions of this Ordinance shall apply to all new construction, the relocation, additions to, 

renovations and replacements of all existing structures and regulations for businesses. Also included in 

this Ordinance are provisions for the siting and construction of manufactured housing which does not 

comprise a Mobile Home Park. 

Section 4 Severability 

Should any section or provision of this Ordinance be declared by the courts to be invalid, such decision 

shall not invalidate any other section or provision of this Ordinance. 

1 To add a new Section 16, Accessory Apartments, and make other changes to the Ordinance consistent with the 
requirements of this new section. 

2 To clarify the intent of the existing ordinance, to comply with the federal Fair Housing Act, to harmonize the 

definitions used in the Building Code Ordinance and the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, and to adopt provisions 
related to short-term rentals. 

3 To comply with the requirements of 30-A M.R.S.A. §§ 4364 to 4364-C (the state housing law) and to clarify the 
intent and change the name of the existing ordinance. 
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NOTES:
▪ Alna’s existing 2 acre minimum lot size still applies to 

DUs but not ADUs
▪ “Dwelling unit” (DU) – no maximum size limit
▪ “Accessory dwelling unit” (ADU) - may have a maximum 

 of 800 square feet of living space
▪ ADU can be within, attached to, or detached from a DU

<2 acres
not buildable

2 – <4 acres 
1 DU and 1 ADU

4 acres or more* 
2 DU and 1 ADU

4 – < 6 acres
1 existing DU and 1 new DU 

and 1 ADU

*If three DUs are created, approval under the Subdivision and Site Plan Review Ordinance may be required.

LOT WITH EXISTING DU

EMPTY LOT

<2 acres
1 existing DU 
and 1 ADU

2 – <4 acres
1 existing DU 
and 1 ADU

6 acres or more
1 existing DU: 

Up to 2 new DUs 
(1 attached and 

1 detached) 
and 1 ADU*

2 existing DUs: 
No additional DUs 

and 1 ADU

Effect of Required Amendments to Alna’s Building Code to
Comply with the State’s Affordable Housing Act

Existing 
dwelling 
unit

New 
dwelling 
unit ADU

accessory 
dwelling 
unit (existing 
or new)

attached detached ADU

*4 DUs and 1 ADU if the lot 
is served by a centrally 
managed water system and 
an engineered septic system.


