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As near as I can tell from the public record there appears to be some uncertainty regarding 
the future course of the recommendations of the Ad-Hoc Mining Committee. All the work 
of the Committee to date seems to have been focused solely on blasting.  However, the 
Selectboard resolution establishing the Committee on 4/25/2024 called for "Review and 
revise [both] the Mining and Blasting Ordinance". Work needs to begin on the Mining part of 
the ordinance. The two parts are inseparable and should not be considered in isolation. 
 
Again, from the public record, there appears to be some uncertainty regarding the further 
role of the Planning Board in the process of reviewing and revising the Mining and Blasting 
Ordinance. The Selectboard resolution of 4/25/2024 addresses this question clearly in 
stating that the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee are to be submitted to the 
Planning Board for Review and afterwards to the Selectboard for Approval. This makes 
sense because the Planning Board is charged with ensuring that amendments to the 
Ordinance are compatible in language, terminology, and definitions with the rest of the 
Ordinance in order to avoid confusion and diminish the possibility of future litigation. 
 
Lastly, public confidence in the work of this Committee would be vastly improved if they 
adhered to customary best practices for the conducting of public business; publishing 
agendas prior to meetings and minutes following meetings. 
 
Brett Donham 
 


