
Mark DesMeules 
834 Pacific St 

Brooklyn, NY 11238 
(207) 350 - 3096 

markdesmeules@gmail.com 

RE: Lee Application 

Jim Amaral, Chair 
Alna Planning Board 
1574 Alna Road 
Alna, ME 04535 

May 13,2022 

Dear Chairman Jim and Planning Board members, 

I write this letter to detail the occupancy status as I have known it of the cabins across from my childhood home at 
312 Head Tide Road. I moved to 312 with my family in 1994 and lived there up until 2011 , after which I have returned 
multiple times each year. 

I would walk through our property across the street from 312 on a regular basis to explore the woods and visit the 
bank of the Sheepscot River. During those numerous walks throughout my childhood and well-into adulthood (I return 
to visit my family in Alna frequently), I have never seen evidence of occupancy at the cabins on the neighboring 
property. Having lived across the street from the road to the property, I can confidently say I would have noticed 
regular road traffic, occupancy, or evidence of maintenance of the cabins. 

The Shoreland Zone Ordinance states that the resumption of non-conforming uses shall be prohibited in the case that 
any pre-existing non-conforming use has been discontinued for a period of one year or if the structure has not been 
"used or maintained for residential purposes during the preceding five year period." There is no reasonable evidence 
to suggest the property in question has followed the necessary course of use to qualify for a resumption of non­ 
conforming uses, per the Shoreland Zone Ordinance. As written, the intent of the Shorland Zone Ordinance is clear: 
non-conforming structures must show a clear track-record of continued use without significant gaps, or lose their 
protected non-conforming status. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Mark DesMeules 


