
Concerns with the Alna Mining Committee created in 2024. 

• Controlled by Select Board who choose the Selectman most opposed to a mining ordinance to 

represent them on committee  

• The committee has not allowed opportunity for public comment at meetings 

• The committee does not appear to have written meeting notes for public access 

• No schedule for completion, dragging out the conversations/process/creation of a new proposed 

mining ordinance 

• The separation of blasting from mining with the thought of two separate ordinances (although 

one of them requires the other); one ordinance should cover all aspects of mining. 

• Using the City of Augusta’s Blasting Ordinance as a starting point (28 pages on just blasting); not 

a fair comparison of our town’s rural area just under 22 square miles and population of approx. 

725 and every resident owns their own water & septic system: 

o Augusta covers just over 58 square miles 

o The city has both water and sewage systems 

o Population is approx. 19,163 

• This current working copy of Augusta’s Ordinance does not appear to offer consideration of 

neighboring residents (within and surrounding Alna), specific water table restrictions nor any 

time limits on active mining operation and/or blasting. 

I believe it is in the best interest of the Select Board and ALL the residents of Alna to take the feedback 

from this committee and return the Mining Ordinance Process back to the Planning Board who will be 

responsible to implement and monitor any ordinance passed.   The Planning Board has already invested 

a lot of time, research (mining/blasting/comparison of comparable towns’ ordinances), conversations 

with and comments from the public, reviews and revisions with our town’s attorney –they should be the 

ones to complete the revisions, review with our attorney, host a public information meeting, and present 

the revised proposed ordinance to the Select Board for a town vote at our 2025 Town Meeting if not 

before.     

Remember our current Planning Board also created the new well researched Solar Ordinance which the 

town voted for use, let them do their job the way our system was designed.  In the meantime, an 

extension of the Mining Moratorium should be done, to avoid any additional complications in the 

process to accomplish the original goal of a strong workable Mining Ordinance for Alna. 

 

Submitted by Amy Preston 

8/14/2024 

Cc: !stselectmanalna@gmail.com; Pbchairalna@gmail.com; alnaclerk@gmail.com 
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