7/5/24
Good afternoon,

Please pass these comments along for the draft blasting ordinance posted on the town website.

The current draft of the blasting ordinance is missing several critical elements that | believe are required for
passage at town vote, and are required to protect the interests of the majority of town residents — not just self-
interested corporations or single landowners.

My specific comments are:
1. Why was the prohibition on blasting below 5 feet of the seasonal high water mark removed?
Please re-insert the following text from the prior draft ordinance under the standards section:

Groundwater Protection: Any blasting operation must not adversely impact either the quality or quantity
of groundwater for either drinking water or groundwater flowing into the Sheepscot River or any of its
tributaries or any other waterbody identified on Alna’s shoreland zoning map. No blasting or excavation
shall occur within 5 feet of the seasonal high groundwater table. A groundwater monitoring plan must be
provided. The plan may be modified with Board approval during the permit period. Groundwater levels
and water quality, and any public or private wells within 500 feet of the property line must be monitored
annually and the results provided to the Town as part of the annual report required under Section 10.

Maine DEP prohibits blasting below the high water table, and there are too many reasons to list why this
limit should never be passed. Crooker withdrew their DEP variance application to go below this level
because of the loud chorus of voices telling them how upset they were about their application. Crooker
has vowed several times that they will not blast below this threshold or submit another variance request,
but can they be trusted forever to protect the public interest first? Alna should act NOW to codify their
promises and protect ourselves from other potential threats.

2. Blasting days/hours. The current acceptable hours for blasting are entirely too lenient and disruptive to
our town residents who may be sleeping and/or enjoying dinner at home. A review of Crooker’s ACTUAL
blasting times show a vast majority occurring in the late morning/early afternoon. The quiet enjoyment of
one’s own property is a property right that landowners are entitled to and is equal to other property
rights that infringe on it.

Change hours of blasting to be 10am-3pm M-F. There should be no blasting on weekends or
federal/state holidays.

3. The current draft Section 1 A purpose is a complete insult to the residents of the town — most of whom
pay far more in taxes than Crooker corporation, and get virtually nothing in return.

This sentence needs to be removed:

1. Blastingisan activity essential to the economic vitality of the Town of Alna.
Unregulated blasting and/or irresponsible blasting may cause undue psychological,
physical or nuisance damage to the people, property and environment of the
Town.



It is disappointing that the blasting ordinance used as the model is for a very
large city — Augusta — with a population (2022) of 19,000. Trying to equate big
city tolerances and noise thresholds onto a small rural community of 700 such as
Alna is not at all appropriate.....why wasn’t the draft started with a comparable
small rural town such as Whitefield (our neighbor that shares the Crooker
operation), Appleton or Washington used?

Revert back to the more resident friendly version of the ordinance that the
planning board created and insert this language:

SECTION 1: Purpose; Findings

A. Purpose. The purpose of this Alna Blasting Ordinance (this “Ordinance”) is to adopt and implement
blasting standards and municipal procedures for regulating blasting operations in the Town of Alna (the
“Town”) in order to protect public health, safety and general welfare; and to minimize the adverse
impacts of blasting to the Town, abutting property owners, citizens and residents of the Town, and
wildlife and natural resources.

This Ordinance is declared a necessity in order to:

1. Protect the quantity and quality of the Town’s groundwater and the waters in the Sheepscot River
and its tributaries;

2. Preserve public health, safety, convenience and general welfare, and to prevent public nuisances;
3. Protect property values and ensure a fiscal base for public services;

4. Ensure efficient public services;

5. Prevent and control environmental pollution;

6. Protect historic resources;

7. Protect plant and animal species and wildlife habitat; and

8. To preserve the natural beauty of the Town.

B. Findings. The Town finds that blasting can pose significant adverse risks to the lands and waters of
Alna and to the quiet enjoyment by residents of their property. The Town finds that:

1. These mining activities can cause adverse impacts to surface water, groundwater, and drinking
water.

2. These mining activities can decrease the values of nearby property and residences.

3. These mining activities can result in the complete destruction of lands in town rendering them
virtually unusable by future generations.



4. These mining activities can create dust, noise, and contamination of water that can adversely affect
neighbors’ and other residents’ peaceful enjoyment of their property and pose potential health
risks.

5. These mining activities can harm the stability and integrity of homes and historical structures in
town.

6. These mining activities can degrade, damage, or destroy important terrestrial and aquatic wildlife
habitat.

7. These mining activities can adversely affect the rural character and scenic beauty of the
Town.

Accordingly, the Town finds that it is in its interest to regulate some of these mining
activities to manage the adverse impacts and to prohibit other mining activities that
cause unreasonable adverse impacts.

Thank you for considering these items that protect the public interest and residents of town, and our natural
resources.

Jeff Philbrick
Alna



